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A 

 

Adaptation: (i) in human systems, the process of adjusting to current or projected climate and 

its effects, in order to mitigate damage or take advantage of beneficial opportunities; (ii) in 

natural systems, the process of adjusting to current climate and its effects; human intervention 

may facilitate adaptation to projected climate and its effects. “IPCC Glossary” 

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf 

 

Adverse effects of climate change: Changes in the physical environment or biota resulting 

from climate change that have significant harmful effects on the composition, resilience or 

productivity of natural or managed ecosystems, or on the functioning of socio-economic 

systems, or on human health and well-being. “United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change, signed in New York on 9 May 1992” 

https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1994-2194 

 

Aerosol: A collection of particles suspended in the air. “Climate Change: a glossary by the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (1995) 

https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf 

 

Alert threshold: The level at which short-term exposure poses a risk to human health affecting 

the entire population and requires immediate action by Member States. “Directive 2008/50/EC 

of the European Parliament and of the Council on ambient air quality and cleaner air for 

Europe” 

https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=DOUE-L-2008-81053 

 

Anthropocene: A proposed name for a new geological epoch resulting from the significant 

changes that human activities are causing to the structure and functioning of the Earth system, 

including the climate system. “IPCC Glossary” 

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf 

 

Anthropogenic emissions: A much more specific definition, focusing on emissions associated 

with human activities. “RD 818/2018 on measures to reduce national emissions of certain 

atmospheric pollutants” https://www.boe.es/diario_boe/txt.php?id=BOE-A-2018-9466 

 

B 

 

Biome: A community of flora and fauna occurring naturally in the wild or in a specific region, 

which is adapted to the specific conditions in which it develops. “Climate Change: a glossary 

by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (1995)” 

https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf 

 

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf
https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1994-2194
https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf
https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=DOUE-L-2008-81053
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf
https://www.boe.es/diario_boe/txt.php?id=BOE-A-2018-9466
https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf
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Biofuel: A fuel, generally liquid, produced from biomass. Biofuels currently include 

bioethanol derived from sugarcane or maize, biodiesel derived from rapeseed or soya, and 

black liquor derived from the paper-making process. See also Bioenergy and Biomass. 

“Climate Change: a glossary by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (1995)” 

https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf  

 

Biodiversity: Biological diversity refers to the variability among living organisms from all 

sources, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the 

ecological complexes of which they are part; it encompasses diversity within species, between 

species and of ecosystems (United Nations, 1992). “Climate Change: a glossary by the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (1995)” 

https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf 

 

 

C 

 

Carbon intensity: The amount of carbon dioxide (CO₂) emissions released per unit of another 

variable, such as gross domestic product (GDP), final energy consumption or transport. “IPCC 

Glossary” 

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf 

 

Climate change is, by definition, a cross-border issue, and coordinated action at Union level is 

necessary to effectively complement and strengthen national policies. “REGULATION (EU) 

2021/1119 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 30 June 2021 

establishing the framework for achieving climate neutrality and amending Regulations (EC) 

No 401/2009 and (EU) 2018/1999 (‘European Climate Law’)” 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/ES/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1119 

 

Climate: It is defined as the “average of weather conditions” or, more strictly, as a statistical 

description of the weather in terms of mean values and variability of the relevant variables over 

periods of several decades (normally three decades, according to the WMO). These variables 

are almost always surface variables (e.g. temperature, precipitation or wind), although in a 

broader sense ‘climate’ is a description of the state of the climate system. “Climate Change: a 

glossary by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (1995)” 

https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf 

 

Climate change: The change in the climate caused directly or indirectly by human activity, 

which alters the composition of the global atmosphere and the natural variability of the climate 

observed across the seasons. “United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, 

New York, 9 May 1992” 

https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1994-2194 

 

https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf
https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/ES/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1119
https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf
https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1994-2194


3 
 

Climate collapse/climate crisis: A situation in which life – human and non-human – is 

unsustainable due to the predominance of an anthropocentric view in the organisation of 

modern social systems, to the detriment of biodiversity, water, soil and other elements of 

nature. “Glossary of Climate Justice” 

https://tallerecologista.org.ar/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/GLOSARIO-DE-LA-JUSTICIA-

CLIMATICA.pdf 

 

Climate finance: This refers to all financial flows that address the causes and consequences of 

climate change. “United Nations Environment Programme” 

https://www.unep.org/topics/climate-action/climate-finance  

 

Climate hotspot: Although there is no single definition of a climate hotspot, the term refers to 

areas where the climate crisis has a more intense impact on ecosystems and societies, mainly 

due to the interaction between physical, geographical and social factors. 

These regions may experience rapid rises in temperature, extreme variations in precipitation or 

other changes that are more severe than in surrounding areas. 

https://asud.net/glossarioecologista/#letter_h 

 

Climate justice: This concept refers to the right of future generations to inherit a habitable 

planet, as well as the responsibility of people today for the long-term impacts of current 

decisions. “Report on intersectional climate justice and public policies in Barcelona” 

https://www.idhc.org/arxius/recerca/Justicia-climatica-vF.pdf 

 

Climate sensitivity: this refers to a long-term (and steady-state) change in the average surface 

temperature of the Earth following a doubling of the concentration of CO₂ (or CO₂ equivalent) 

in the atmosphere. In more general terms, it refers to the change, under steady-state conditions, 

in surface air temperature when the radiative forcing varies by one unit (ºC/W m⁻²). “Climate 

Change: a glossary by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (1995)” 

https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf 

 

Climate system: this refers to the atmosphere, hydrosphere, biosphere and geosphere, and their 

interactions. “United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, signed in New York 

on 9 May 1992” 

https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1994-2194 

 

Climate technologies: Climate technologies that help us reduce greenhouse gases include 

renewable energies such as wind power, solar power and hydroelectric power. To adapt to the 

negative effects of climate change, we use climate technologies such as drought-resistant crops, 

early warning systems and sea defences. There are also ‘soft’ climate technologies, such as 

energy efficiency practices or training in the use of equipment. “United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change” 

https://unfccc.int/es/node/15869 

 

Climate transparency: in the context of climate change, this encompasses the reporting and 

auditing of relevant climate information and data. “United Nations Environment Programme”  

Climate transparency | UNEP - United Nations Environment Programme 

https://tallerecologista.org.ar/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/GLOSARIO-DE-LA-JUSTICIA-CLIMATICA.pdf
https://tallerecologista.org.ar/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/GLOSARIO-DE-LA-JUSTICIA-CLIMATICA.pdf
https://www.unep.org/topics/climate-action/climate-finance
https://asud.net/glossarioecologista/#letter_h
https://www.idhc.org/arxius/recerca/Justicia-climatica-vF.pdf
https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf
https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1994-2194
https://unfccc.int/es/node/15869
https://www.unep.org/topics/climate-action/climate-transparency
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CO₂ fertilisation: The intensification of plant growth due to higher concentrations of CO₂ in 

the atmosphere. “Climate Change: a glossary by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (1995)” 

https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf 

 

Conference of the Parties: The supreme body of United Nations conventions, such as the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), composed of voting 

parties that have ratified or acceded to the convention. “IPCC Glossary” 

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf 

Cryosphere: The totality of snow, ice and permafrost found across the planet. “Climate 

Change: a glossary by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (1995)”. 

https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf 

 

Cumulative emissions: The total quantity of emissions released over a given period of time. 

“IPCC Glossary” 

 https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf 

 

 

D 

 

Deforestation: The conversion of a forested area into a non-forested area. “Climate Change: 

a glossary by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (1995) 

https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf 

 

Decarbonisation: The term decarbonisation refers to the set of actions aimed at reducing 

emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases produced by human activities. It is a 

central theme in strategies to combat the climate crisis, as it aims to limit global warming to 

1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels. This is achieved by reducing the use of fossil fuels, 

increasing the use of renewable energy, improving energy efficiency and promoting 

electrification. “United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change” 

https://unfccc.int/news/decarbonization-cannot-wait  

 

 

E 

 

Early warning system (EWS): This is a cost-effective measure for disaster risk reduction and 

adaptation to climate change that has been proven to save lives, livelihoods and ecosystems in 

the face of climate-related hazards. “United Nations Environment Programme” 

Climate Information and Early Warning Systems | UNEP – United Nations Environment 

Programme 

 

 

https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf
https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf
https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf
https://unfccc.int/news/decarbonization-cannot-wait
https://www.unep.org/topics/climate-action/climate-transparency/climate-information-and-early-warning-systems
https://www.unep.org/topics/climate-action/climate-transparency/climate-information-and-early-warning-systems
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Ecosystem: An ecosystem comprises all living organisms in a given area, as well as their 

interactions with one another and with their non-living environments (climate, land, sun, soil, 

atmosphere). Every organism has a role to play and contributes to the health and productivity 

of the ecosystem as a whole. “United Nations Environment Programme”  

https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/ecosystems-and-biodiversity/why-does-nature-action-

matter 

 

Ecosystem services: Ecosystem services, or nature’s contributions to people, are the benefits 

that nature provides free of charge. These benefits include the provision of food, water, energy 

and natural medicines, as well as clean air, climate regulation and pollination, which are 

essential to our food supply. “United Nations Environment Programme” 

https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/ecosystems-and-biodiversity/why-does-nature-action-

matter 

Emissions: The release of greenhouse gases or their precursors into the atmosphere within a 

specified area and over a specified period of time. “United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change, New York, 9 May 1992” 

https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1994-2194 

 

Emissions allowance: the right to emit one tonne of carbon dioxide equivalent during a 

specified period, valid solely for the purposes of fulfilling the obligations under this Directive, 

such right being transferable in accordance with the provisions of this Directive. “Directive 

2003/87/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 October 2003 establishing a 

scheme for greenhouse gas emission allowance trading within the Union and amending 

Council Directive 96/61/EC” 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/ES/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02003L0087-20180408 

 

 

F 

 

Fluorocarbons: Carbon-fluorine compounds that often contain other elements such as 

hydrogen, chlorine, or bromine.  Common fluorocarbons include chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), 

hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs), hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), and perfluorocarbons 

(PFCs). “UNFCC” 

https://unfccc.int/resource/cd_roms/na1/ghg_inventories/english/8_glossary/Glossary.htm 

 

Fossil fuel reserves: The quantity of fossil fuel whose existence has been established on the 

basis of geological and engineering evidence and which can be recovered under current 

economic conditions and with current operational capabilities. “Climate Change: a glossary 

by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (1995)” 

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf 

 

 

 

https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/green-economy/why-does-green-economy-matter/what-inclusive-green-economy
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/ecosystems-and-biodiversity/why-does-nature-action-matter
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/ecosystems-and-biodiversity/why-does-nature-action-matter
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/ecosystems-and-biodiversity/why-does-nature-action-matter
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/ecosystems-and-biodiversity/why-does-nature-action-matter
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/ecosystems-and-biodiversity/why-does-nature-action-matter
https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1994-2194
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/ES/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02003L0087-20180408
https://unfccc.int/resource/cd_roms/na1/ghg_inventories/english/8_glossary/Glossary.htm
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf
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G 

 

Global warming: The estimated increase in the global average surface temperature, calculated 

over a 30-year period, or during the 30-year period centred on a particular year or decade, 

expressed relative to pre-industrial levels, unless otherwise specified. “IPCC Glossary” 

 https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf 

 

Green economy: Global research and national support to encourage policymakers to back 

environmental investments within the context of sustainable development “United Nations 

Environment Programme”  

What is an “inclusive green economy”? | UNEP – United Nations Environment Programme 

 

Greenhouse gases: These are gaseous components of the atmosphere, both natural and 

anthropogenic, that absorb and re-emit infrared radiation. “United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change, signed in New York on 9 May 1992”. 

https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1994-2194 

 

Governance: A broad and inclusive concept encompassing the full range of existing tools for 

agreeing, managing, implementing and monitoring policies and measures. Whilst the term 

‘government’ refers strictly to the nation-state, the broader concept of governance recognises 

the contribution of different levels of government (global, international, regional, subnational 

and local), as well as the role of the private sector, non-governmental actors and civil society 

in addressing the many types of issues facing the global community. “IPCC Glossary”  

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf 

 

 

H 

 

Halocarbons: Compounds containing chlorine, bromine or fluorine and carbon. These 

compounds can act as powerful greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. Halocarbons containing 

chlorine and bromine are also linked to the depletion of the ozone layer. (See also “greenhouse 

gases”). “Climate Change: a glossary by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(1995)” https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf 

  

I 

 

Inevitable climate change: Inevitable climate change refers to the unavoidable future climate 

change resulting from the inertia of geophysical and socio-economic systems. “IPCC 

Glossary” 

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/green-economy/why-does-green-economy-matter/what-inclusive-green-economy
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/green-economy/why-does-green-economy-matter/what-inclusive-green-economy
https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1994-2194
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf
https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf
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 https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf 

 

Intergenerational justice: This concept refers to the right of future generations to inherit a 

habitable planet, as well as the responsibility of people today for the long-term impacts of 

current decisions. “Report on Intersectional Climate Justice and Public Policies in Barcelona” 

https://www.idhc.org/arxius/recerca/Justicia-climatica-vF.pdf 

 

IPCC: The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the international body 

responsible for assessing scientific knowledge relating to climate change. It was established in 

1988 by the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) to provide policymakers with periodic assessments of the scientific basis 

of climate change, its impacts and future risks, as well as the options available to adapt to such 

changes and mitigate their effects. “IPCC”. 

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/04/FS_what_ipcc_es.pdf  

 

Irreversibility: The disturbed state of a dynamic system is defined as irreversible on a given 

timescale if the timescale required for the system to recover from that state through natural 

processes is considerably longer than that taken to reach that disturbed state. “IPCC Glossary” 

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf 

 

 

L 

 

Level: Concentration of a pollutant in ambient air or its deposition on surfaces at a given 

moment. “Directive 2008/50/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on ambient 

air quality and cleaner air for Europe” https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=DOUE-L-

2008-81053 

Loss and damage: These are the adverse effects of climate change that occur despite mitigation 

and adaptation efforts. “United Nations Environment Programme” Loss and damage | UNEP - 

United Nations Environment Programme 

 

M 

 

Mitigation outcome mechanism: When voluntarily participating in cooperative approaches 

involving the use of internationally transferred mitigation outcomes to fulfil nationally 

determined contributions, Parties shall promote sustainable development and ensure 

environmental integrity and transparency, including in governance, and apply robust 

accounting that ensures, inter alia, the absence of double counting, in accordance with the 

guidance provided by the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to this 

Agreement. “Article 6.2 of the Agreement of 12 December 2015” 

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/spanish_paris_agreement.pdf 

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf
https://www.idhc.org/arxius/recerca/Justicia-climatica-vF.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/04/FS_what_ipcc_es.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/04/FS_what_ipcc_es.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf
https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=DOUE-L-2008-81053
https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=DOUE-L-2008-81053
https://www.unep.org/topics/climate-action/loss-and-damage
https://www.unep.org/topics/climate-action/loss-and-damage
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/spanish_paris_agreement.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/spanish_paris_agreement.pdf
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Mitigation: Human intervention aimed at reducing emissions or enhancing greenhouse gas 

sinks. “IPCC Glossary” 

 https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf 

 

 

N 

 

Nationally Determined Contributions: Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) are the 

main instrument of the Paris Agreement for achieving its long-term goals. Through them, each 

country sets out its commitments to reduce emissions and adapt to climate change. Under 

Article 4(2) of the Agreement, all Parties must formulate, communicate and periodically update 

their NDCs. “United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change” 

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/nationally-determined-

contributions-ndcs 

 

Non-market-based mechanisms: The Parties recognise the importance of having non-market-

based approaches that are integrated, holistic and balanced, and that assist them in 

implementing their nationally determined contributions, in the context of sustainable 

development and poverty eradication, and in a coordinated and effective manner, including 

through mitigation, adaptation, finance, technology transfer and capacity-building, as 

appropriate. “Art. 6.8 Paris Agreement, 12 December 2015” 

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/spanish_paris_agreement.pdf 

 

“Net zero”: the concept of “net zero” refers to a state of balance between greenhouse gas 

emissions generated by human activities and those removed from the atmosphere. In other 

words, residual emissions—that is, those that cannot be eliminated—must be offset by an 

equivalent absorption capacity. Achieving net zero therefore requires reducing emissions as 

much as possible by addressing energy demand, decarbonising energy systems and removing 

CO₂ already present in the atmosphere. “IPCC” 

https://ipccitalia.cmcc.it/net-zero-emissioni/ 

 

 

O 

 

Ozone: A colorless gas with a pungent odor, having the molecular form of O3, found in two 

layers of the atmosphere, the stratosphere and the troposphere.  Ozone is a form of oxygen 

found naturally in the stratosphere that provides a protective layer shielding the Earth from 

ultraviolet radiation’s harmful health effects on humans and the environment.  In the 

troposphere, ozone is a chemical oxidant and major component of photochemical smog.  Ozone 

can seriously affect the human respiratory system. “UNFCC” 

https://unfccc.int/resource/cd_roms/na1/ghg_inventories/english/8_glossary/Glossary.htm 

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/nationally-determined-contributions-ndcs
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/nationally-determined-contributions-ndcs
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/spanish_paris_agreement.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/spanish_paris_agreement.pdf
https://ipccitalia.cmcc.it/net-zero-emissioni/
https://unfccc.int/resource/cd_roms/na1/ghg_inventories/english/8_glossary/Glossary.htm
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Ozone layer: Layer of gaseous ozone (O3) in the stratosphere that protects life on earth by 

filtering out harmful ultraviolet radiation from the sun. “UNFCC” 

https://unfccc.int/resource/cd_roms/na1/ghg_inventories/english/8_glossary/Glossary.htm 

 

P 

 

Paris Agreement: the Paris Agreement under the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC), adopted in December 2015 in Paris (France) during the 21st 

session of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the UNFCCC.IPCC Glossary” 

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf 

 

Pollutant: any substance present in ambient air that may have harmful effects on human health 

and the environment as a whole. “Directive 2008/50/EC of the European Parliament and of 

the Council on ambient air quality and cleaner air for Europe” 

https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=DOUE-L-2008-81053 

 

R 

 

Regional economic integration organisation: An organisation comprising sovereign states of 

a given region which has competence in respect of matters governed by this Convention or its 

protocols and which has been duly authorised, in accordance with its internal procedures, to 

sign, ratify, accept and approve the relevant instruments, or to accede thereto. “United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change, New York, 9 May 1992”. 

https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1994-2194 

 

Resilience: the capacity to cope with economic, social and environmental shocks or persistent 

structural changes in an equitable, sustainable and inclusive manner. “REGULATION (EU) 

2021/241 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 12 February 2021 

establishing the Recovery and Resilience Facility” 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/ES/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R0241 

 

Risk management: Plans, measures, strategies or policies aimed at reducing the likelihood of 

risks or the consequences of risks, or at responding to such consequences. “Climate Change: 

a glossary by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (1995)” 

https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf 

 

 

https://unfccc.int/resource/cd_roms/na1/ghg_inventories/english/8_glossary/Glossary.htm
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/10/SR15_Glossary_spanish.pdf
https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=DOUE-L-2008-81053
https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1994-2194
https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1994-2194
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/ES/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R0241
https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf
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S 

 

Sink: Any process, activity or mechanism that removes a greenhouse gas, an aerosol or a 

precursor of a greenhouse gas from the atmosphere. “United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change, signed in New York on 9 May 1992” 

https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1994-2194 

 

Source: This refers to any process or activity that releases a greenhouse gas, an aerosol or a 

precursor of a greenhouse gas into the atmosphere. “United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change, New York, 9 May 1992” 

https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1994-2194 

 

Sustainable development: Development that meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs (WCED, 1987) and 

that balances social, economic and environmental interests. “Climate Change: a glossary by 

the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (1995)” 

https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf 

 

Sustainable Development Mechanism: A mechanism is hereby established to contribute to the 

mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions and to support sustainable development, which shall 

operate under the authority and guidance of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting 

of the Parties to this Agreement and may be used by Parties on a voluntary basis. The 

mechanism shall be overseen by a body designated by the Conference of the Parties serving as 

the meeting of the Parties to this Agreement. “Art. 6.4 Paris Agreement of 12 December 2015” 

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/spanish_paris_agreement.pdf 

 

T 

 

Temperature: Measure of the average speed of motion of the atoms or molecules in a substance 

or combination of substances at a given moment. “UNFCC” 

https://unfccc.int/resource/cd_roms/na1/ghg_inventories/english/8_glossary/Glossary.htm  

 

Terrestrial radiation: This refers to the total infrared radiation emitted by the Earth and its 

atmosphere in the temperature range of approximately 200 to 300 Kelvin. Terrestrial radiation 

is responsible for maintaining the surface air temperature within limits compatible with life. 

“UNFCC” 

https://unfccc.int/resource/cd_roms/na1/ghg_inventories/english/8_glossary/Glossary.htm  

 

Troposphere: The lowest layer of the atmosphere and contains about 95% of the mass of air in 

the Earth’s atmosphere and where all weather processes take place.  The troposphere extends 

from the Earth's surface up to about 10 to 15 kilometers. “UNFCC” 

https://unfccc.int/resource/cd_roms/na1/ghg_inventories/english/8_glossary/Glossary.htm 

 

https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1994-2194
https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1994-2194
https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/spanish_paris_agreement.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/spanish_paris_agreement.pdf
https://unfccc.int/resource/cd_roms/na1/ghg_inventories/english/8_glossary/Glossary.htm
https://unfccc.int/resource/cd_roms/na1/ghg_inventories/english/8_glossary/Glossary.htm
https://unfccc.int/resource/cd_roms/na1/ghg_inventories/english/8_glossary/Glossary.htm
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U   

 

UNFCCC: The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is the 

convention signed in 1992 at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 

(UNCED)—better known as the Earth Summit—held in Rio de Janeiro. The Convention is an 

international legal instrument whose objective is to “stabilise greenhouse gas concentrations in 

the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the 

climate system.” The Convention is therefore the first international instrument aimed at 

combating global warming. “UNFCC” 

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/united-nations-framework-convention-on-climate-

change  

 

W   

 

Well-being: A state of life in which various human needs are met, including material living 

conditions and quality of life, as well as the ability to achieve one’s goals, thrive and feel 

satisfied with one’s life. Ecosystem well-being refers to the ability of ecosystems to maintain 

their diversity and quality. “Climate Change: a glossary by the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (1995)” 

https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf 

 

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/united-nations-framework-convention-on-climate-change
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/united-nations-framework-convention-on-climate-change
https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/glossary/ipcc-glossary.pdf

